
Brooklyn Public Library 
Session 3: You’ll Sing, I’ll Sing! 
 
SAMPLE STORYTIME: 
 
This is a suggested curriculum.  You may choose different books if the suggested books are not 
available, or if you find a book you’d rather use as long as it is available in the BPL collection, and it 
stays true to the program/session goals.  
 
 *TIP: If you can’t get a copy before you start to plan your session, you can often find a read-aloud of a 
popular children’s book on YouTube, or view some of the pages on amazon.com. Jbrary.com is a great 
resource for videos of songs and fingerplays. 
 
Introductions: Introduce yourself and the program. If it is a small group, have everyone introduce 
themselves, including parents and caregivers. Take a moment to re-visit the themes from the previous 
weeks. Let the children know we are going to be playing around with words today-- reading rhyming 
books, singing songs, and having fun with silly sounds. If the branch has a boom box, this is a great 
session to break it out. 
  
To the adults: Today we are going to highlight the early literacy practice of SINGING. Singing and 
chanting rhymes with your children helps slow down language so children can hear the sounds that 
make up words.  This will help your child when they start reading on their own and sounding out 
words.  We are also going to share some poetry!  
 

*TIP: Fall and/or Halloween song or rhyme books would work great for your display.  So many picture 

books rhyme and it’s great to encourage parents who are hesitant to sing with their children to practice 

some of the same goals through poetry and rhyming picture books.  
  
Welcome song: "Hello Everyone" 
Tune: "Mary Had a Little Lamb" 
Hello everyone, how are you? (Wave to everyone) 
How are you? How are you? 
Hello everyone, how are you? 
How are you today? 
Hello everyone, clap your hands! (Clap hands.) 
Clap your hands! Clap your hands! 
Hello everyone, clap your hands! 
Clap your hands, today! 
Hello everyone, stomp your feet! (Stomp feet.) 
Stomp your feet! Stomp your feet! 
Hello everyone, stomp your feet! 
Stomp your feet, today! 
Hello everyone, touch your nose. (Touch nose). 
Touch your nose. Touch your nose. 
Hello everyone, touch your nose. 
Touch your nose, today. 
  

http://jbrary.com/


 
Alternative Welcome Song: “Clap and Sing Hello” 
Tune: Farmer in the Dell   
We clap and sing hello, 
We clap and sing hello, 
With our friends at storytime, 
We clap and sing hello! 
(Wave and sing hello; stomp and sing hello.) 
  
Song Book :  Punk Farm, by Jaret Krosoczka 
Alternate Song Book: Old Mikamba had a Farm, by Rachel Isadora 
 
To the adults: There are lots of fun favorite songs with a twist!  Singing songs with animal sounds helps 
teach children letter sounds which will help them when they start to learn to read.     
 
Call and Response Song: Who Fed the Chickens? 
Watch the wonderful Ella Jenkins sing this song here 
Who Fed The Chickens? 
Who Stacked The Hay? 
Who Milked The Cows? 
On This Fine Day 
1. I DID               (TWICE) 
2. SHE DID (TWICE) 
3. HE DID (TWICE) 
4. SHE DID (TWICE) 
5. WE DID (TWICE) 
6. THEY DID (TWICE) 
 
To the adults: That was another fun farm song, that taught us all about pronouns!  Songs are great for 
teaching concepts, vocabulary, and even grammar! 
 
Rhyming Book:  Frog on a Log, by Kes Gray 
Alternate Rhyming Book: The Terrible Plop, by Ursula Dubosarsky 
 
Fingerplay: Five Green and Speckled Frogs  
See and hear the Jbrary version here 
Five green speckled frogs sat on a speckled log 
Eating some most delicious bugs. Yum! Yum! 
One jumped into the pool 
Where it was nice and cool 
Then there were four green speckled frogs 
 
Four green speckled frogs 
Sat on a speckled log 
Eating some most delicious bugs. Yum! Yum! 
One jumped into the pool 
Where it was nice and cool 
Then there were three green speckled frogs 

http://wiki.kcls.org/tellmeastory/index.php/The_Farmer_in_the_Dell
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b-wzAo9w6Hw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rh7L_116hMQ


 
Three green speckled frogs 
Sat on a speckled log 
Eating some most delicious bugs. Yum! Yum! 
One jumped into the pool 
Where it was nice and cool 
Then there were two green speckled frogs 
 
Two green speckled frogs 
Sat on a speckled log 
Eating some most delicious bugs. Yum! Yum! 
One jumped into the pool 
Where it was nice and cool 
Then there was one green speckled frog 
 
To the adults:  Songs can even teach us math!  This song just taught us how to subtract.  We had five 
(hold up five fingers), then 4, 3, 2, 1 and zero! 
 
Recite a Rhyme or a Poem: 
Neighborhood Mother Goose, by Nina Crews 
Sail Away, poems by Langston Hughes 
 
To the adults:  Poetry is a great way of teaching your children about the rhythm of language!  Even 
poems that don’t rhyme have a certain rhythm.  
 
Springtime Rhyme: Springtime 
A small green frog 
On a big brown log; 
A black and yellow bee 
In a little green tree; 
A red and yellow snake 
By a blue-green lake, 
All sat and listened 
To red bird sing, 
“Wake up, everybody, 
It’s spring! It’s spring!” 
(repeat) 
 
To the adults:  You can play rhyming games to help your children hear the sounds words make.  Say any 
word, and then see if your child can say a rhyming word!  They can even make up a word, as long as it 
rhymes!  The important thing is to hear and say the correct sound. 
 
Picture Book to Sing: If You’re Happy and You Know It, by Jane Cabrera 
Alternate Book to Sing:  The Wheels on the Bus, by Jane Cabrera 
   
To the adults: Get up and dance.  You can find picture books that are illustrated songs!  Singing and 
reading will help your child learn new words which will help them with reading comprehension! 
 



     
Session 3: Rhythm Bells 
Materials 

 Jingle Bells (2-4 per child) 

 String 

 Beads 
Practices: Singing, Playing 
Process: 

 String 2-4 bells, and a few wooden beads to make a rhythm bell bracelet or necklace. 

 Once children and families are finished decorating, gather the group again to sing a song with a 
good beat that families can play and sing along to 

 Demonstrate how families can use the bells, or clapping, to sound out syllables in words and 
sentences. 

 Suggest that parents start a “rhythm box” at home-a box or basket filled with noise makers and 
instruments to use anytime your singing or dancing! 

   
To the adults: Since singing is such a great way to get children ready to read, learn rhyming skills, new 
vocabulary words, we will be decorating our own musical instruments today- rhythm bells! Use these to 
sing with your child, sing along to the radio, or the TV. Have fun!  
 
When the kids and parents are done, you might want to gather to sing a rhythmic song. 
 
Rhythmic Song:  If You’re Happy and You Know it Give a Shake  
(learn it on on JBrary) 
If you're happy and you know it, give a shake 
If you're happy and you know it, give a shake 
If you're happy and you know it and you really want to show it 
If you're happy and you know it, give a shake 
Verses: Give a tap, clap your hands, do all three 
 
Clean-up: Encourage everyone to help with clean-up. 
  
Give the families a Take Home Sheet.  You can create your own take-home sheet with this template... 
    
Closing song or rhyme:  

The more we get together 

Together, together 

The more we get together 

The happier we'll be 

Cause your friends are my friends 

And my friends are your friends 

The more we get together 

The happier we'll be  
  
Alternate closing song: 
Tickle the Clouds (source: Miss Meg’s Storytime) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m8oNcjRZyPc
http://readysetkindergarten.pbworks.com/w/file/73071971/Take%20home%20sheet%203%20RSK%20BLANK%202014.doc
http://missmegsstorytime.com/storytime/closing-songs/


Tickle the clouds 
Tickle your toes 
Turn around 
Tickle your nose 
Reach down low 
Reach up high 
The stories are over, 
Wave bye-bye! 
 
Summary:  
Practice: SINGING 
SINGING is a wonderful way to learn about language. Singing also slows down language to children can 
hear the different sounds that make up words. This helps when children begin to read printed language.  
Goals of program:  
Discuss the early literacy practice of SINGING. Share some rhyming books and nursery rhymes with the 
children and share with the parents the ways that rhymes and rhythm can help their children hear 
words in new ways.  
Model sharing songs, rhymes and fingerplays interactively, with careful enunciation and rhythmic 
support, such as clapping along.   
  
Suggested books: Read rhyming stories, and stories that can be sung together.  
 
Song Book :  Punk Farm, by Jaret Krosoczka 
Rhyming Book:  Frog on a Log, by Kes Gray 
Recite a Poem or Rhyme: Neighborhood Mother Goose, by Nina Crews or Sail Away, poems by Langston 
Hughes 
Picture Book to Sing: If You’re Happy and You Know It, by Jane Cabrera 
 
Alternate suggestions: (see booklist for this session) 
These will also work nicely as display books.    
Dance with Me by Charles R. Smith Jr. 
Shake Your Sillies Out, by Raffi 
Twinke, Twinkle, Little Star by Jane Cabrera 
Old Mikamba Had a Farm by Rachel Isadora 
Bringing the Rain to Kapiti Plain, by Verna Aardema (rhyming story) 
Baby Beluga by Raffi, illustrated by Ashley Wolff (song) (Get the picture book version) 
Move Over, Rover by Karen Beaumont; illustrated by Jane Dyer (rhyming story) 
There Was and Old Lady who Swallowed a Fly  by Simms Taback 
We’re Going on a Lion Hunt by David Axtell (chant)   
If You're Happy and You Know it by Jane Cabrera (song) [Get the full-size version, not the board book]  
Today is Monday by Eric Carle (song)  [Get the full-size version, not the board book]  
Fiddle-i-fee pictures by Santiago Cohen (song)  
Down by the Station by Will Hillenbrand (song)  
Chugga Chugga Choo Choo by Kevin Lewis, illustrated by Daniel Kirk*  
Woody Guthrie's riding in my car illustrated by Scott Menchin (song)  
Dunk Skunk by Michael Rex (rhyming story) 
Truck Duck by Michael Rex (rhyming story) 
We’re Going on a Bear Hunt by Michael Rosen (chant)  

https://brooklyn.bibliocommons.com/list/share/171228011_bpl_yfs/368572488_bklyn_ready_set_kindergarten_singing


So You Want to Be A Rock Star by Audrey Vernick, illustrated by Kirstie Edmund 
Little White Duck by Walt Whippo (song)  
Pete the Cat: I Love My White Shoes story by Eric Litwin (song)  
Tiptoe Joe by Ginger Foglesong Gibson, illustrated by Laura Rankin 
Rhyming Dust Bunnies by Jan Thomas* 
The Seals on the Bus by Lenny Hort  
  
Display Suggestions  
These books may not work as read-alouds, but you can use them for displays for families to check out.    
  
Display some poetry collections.    
  
Display some music CDs and remind families they can check out these materials.    
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Used with permission from Brooklyn Public Library.   


